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NEW LOOK! 

 
Welcome to our new look Quarterly Community 

Connections Magazine! 
Now printing editions every quarter.  This edition is 
filled with all of the relevant information to keep 

you updated and informed.   
Please keep providing us with feedback as to how 
we are doing, and what you would like to see within 

these pages.   
Contributions are always welcomed. 

mailto:Debra.Cochran@bcaburdekin.org.au
http://www.burdekincommunityassociation.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/bca1975
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Burdekin Community Association Inc. 
BCA has been established since 1975 “To provide direct relief to the 
aged, families, children and individuals who are experiencing 
poverty, sickness, suffering, distress, misfortune, disability or 
helplessness.”  BCA is a registered charity & the largest NFP community 
organization in the shire. 

BCA’S main Services/Programs include : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Office Locations 

The Support Centre ( Head Office) :   130 Queen St, Ayr 4783 3744 

Community Information Centre:         119 Queen St, Ayr 4783 7633 

Burdekin Centre  for Rural Health (The Homestead) &  4783 2711 

Burdekin Community Rehabilitation Centre: 12a Chippendale St, Ayr       
Website: www.burdekincommunityassociation.org.au       
Facebook: www.facebook.com/bca1975 

 

The Support Centre 

Burdekin Community Directory 

Information Hub 

Support Groups & Network Groups 

Office & Meeting Room Hire 

Visiting Community Services 

Community Recovery Centre 

 

Housing & Community Support Service 

Community Support Services Program  

Crisis Accommodation Program 

Dignity Program 

Domestic & Family Violence Support Service 

Older People’s Action Program 

Safe Connections Program 

SecondBite Community Connect Program 

Specialist Homelessness Service 

State Emergency Relief Program  

 

Volunteer Service 

Be Connected Program 

Community Information Centre 

Community Visitors Scheme 

Volunteer Program 

Work for the Dole Hosting Program 

 

Home Care Service 

Burdekin Community Transport NQ Program 

Commonwealth Home Support Program 

Home Care Packages Program 

National Disability Insurance Scheme 

Qld Community Support Scheme 

Qld Country Care Navigation Program 

Wellways Carer Gateway Service 

Brokered Services (i.e. Veterans Home Care) 
 

Burdekin Centre for Rural Health & 
Burdekin Community Rehabilitation Centre  
Integrated Chronic Care Program 

Psychological Therapies Program 

Suicide Prevention CAP Program 

Telehealth Hub 

Support Groups & Network Groups 

Office & Meeting Room Hire 

Visiting Health Professionals 

Community Recovery Centre 
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Burdekin Social Opportunities 

Ayr Amateur Anglers Fishing Club  
Ayr Anzac Club, Ayr 

Every second Thursday 7.00 pm 

Ph. Kevin Richards 4783 3756 

NASHOS  
 RSL Hall, Eleventh Avenue, Home Hill 

 First Sunday Monthly 9.30 am 

 Ph. Bev Woods  4782 2368 / Don 61400238758 

Old Time Dancing 

St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Home Hill 
Every Saturday 8.00 pm to 11.30 pm 

Ph. Merle 4782 1604 / Tom 4783 1616 

Crochet Group  
Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre 

40 Chippendale Street, Ayr 
Monday afternoons 1pm to 5 pm 

Ph. 4783 4243 

CWL Home Hill Card Mornings 

Catholic Parish Hall, Home Hill 
Every second, third and fourth Thursday  

9.00 am to 12 noon 

Ph. Lydia Toohey 4782 1905  

Burdekin Bocce Club Inc. 
International Drive, Ayr 

Weekly social games SUNDAY 3.00pm - 5.30pm 

Phone:  Club house 4783 3815 /  
Regina 0408 728 576 

Burdekin Friendship Club 

Fortnightly, on Mondays from 9.30am to 11.30am 
at St Helen’s Anglican Church Hall, Crn Four-

teenth Street and Tenth Avenue, Home Hill, $7, 
Phone: 0458561965 

Brandon Senior Citizens 

Old Renown Theatre, Brandon 

Meets second Friday of the month 

9.30am 

Phone: Terry 4782 5224 

Local Ambulance Committee Bingo 

Anzac Club, Ayr 
Every Tuesday 9.30 am 

Ph. Marilyn 0409825236 

 

Ayr & District Orchid & Allied Plants Society 

Q.C.W.A. Hall, Young St, Ayr 
First Sunday monthly 2 pm 

Ph.: Sharon Kenny 4782 5116 or 
 Violet Kachel   4783 4388 

Friends and Neighbours Handicraft 
Home Hill Community Sports Club 

(ex Bowls Club) 
Every Wednesday 9.00 am 

Ph: Rosalea - 0427 804 129 

Burdekin Dementia Support Group 

First Tuesday of every month, 10am 

Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre, 
40 Chippendale Street, Ayr 

Phone:  47834243 

Mahjong 

Burdekin Neighborhood Centre 

Every Monday—1pm 

Ph. Merle — 4783 1954 

 

Home Hill Choral Society Inc. 
81 Ninth Avenue, Home Hill 
Practice: Wednesdays 7 pm 

Ph. Cheryl Platt - 0407 752 452 

Queensland Country Women’s Association 
Ayr  

Q.C.W.A. Hall, 117 Young St, Ayr 
1st Wednesday of the month at 3.30pm 

Phone:  0408 835 503 

Burdekin Men’s Shed Association 

155-157 Young Street, Ayr 
Meet & greet sessions Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 

8.00am-11.30am, 
Meetings 3rd Saturday of each month 1.30pm, 

Phone:  4783 1223 

SAGE Social Activities Group for Everyone 

Uniting Church Hall, Mackenzie St, Ayr 
Every Monday (9am—12noon) 
Margaret Thorne 0459 365 424 

Rev. Malia  0487 017 555 

Burdekin Machinery Preservationists 

Brandon Heritage Precinct  
Meeting held last Monday monthly 7.30pm 

Ph. Bruce 0427825197 

Burdekin Woodcraft Association Inc 

30 Little Drysdale Street, Ayr  
Open days: Wed. 9am. Sat 9am. 
Ph. Mindi Lennon. 0408 986 869  

Burdekin Laurel Club 

Ayr Anzac Club, Ayr 
Third Friday Monthly 9.30 am 

Ph. Esther McIntosh 4782 5276 

The Home Hill Lions Club 

Meets at the Crown Hotel on the second and 
fourth Mondays of each month  

Table Bowls 

Phone: Peter 4783 4938(A/H)/4782 3825(W/H) 
Writers Group 

Phone:  4783 2601 / 4783 2163 

Burdekin Roadrunners & Walkers 

Phone: Tony Felesina 4783 4016 / 0417 643 269 

Ayr State High School Bingo 

Ayr Anglican Church Hall 
Every Saturday 2.00 pm 

Ph.  Audrey Hazel 4783 1872 

Burdekin Senior’s Computer Club 

Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre 

Every 1st & 3rd Thursday monthly 

9.15am to 11.15am 

Ph.  4783 4243 

Burdekin Art Society 

154 MacMillan Street, Ayr. 
Every Tuesday from 9 am. 
Ph. Louisa—0448 509 927 

Burdekin Patchwork and Quilters Guild 

QCWA Hall, Young Street, Ayr 
9.30-3.00 on1st; 3rd; 5th Saturdays monthly 

Ph. Maryann Kelly 4782 6868 

Burdekin District 4WD Club Inc.   
Meets Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre.  
1st Tuesday of the month at 7.30 pm.                               

(Except December)  
Ph. Ross 0429 142 800 

Burdekin Artisans Community Assn. 
‘170 Arts on the Avenue’,  

170 Eighth Avenue, Home Hill.  
Open every Tuesday to Saturday 10am to  

4 pm. Ph. Jane Farmer—0427147009 

Burdekin Gem and Mineral Society Inc. 
 Clubhouse, 86/88 Graham Street, Ayr 

 Second Wednesday Monthly 8 pm 

 Ph. John Paine 0747 833 826 

Burdekin Beats (Modern, fun dance fitness for 
people with disabilities) 

Multipurpose Hall, Ayr Showgrounds, 9-21 Edward 
Street Ayr, Every Monday 5.30pm - 6.30pm 

Contact Amy Cranitch 0438 799 249 

Burdekin Support Group of Parkinson’s QLD 

Last Friday of every month, 10am 

Burdekin Neighbourhood Centre, 
40 Chippendale Street, Ayr 

Phone:  47834243 

   

Are you part of a social group that meets regularly and is in need of some new members or faces? Let us know so we can 
include your details in our Magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the Date:  

BCA AGM 

26th September, 

Home Hill Memorial 

Hall 
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Burdekin Community Association Inc. 
are recruiting for volunteers.  Have you 
been thinking of getting involved within 
your local community?  Volunteers can 
make a huge difference for someone in 
need.  

Help us give you an opportunity to make 
a difference. We have many 
volunteering opportunities that can suit 
you and your needs.  

Please consider applying to volunteer 
with us and proactively improve the life 
of others, as well as increasing your 
own benefits on a personal scale.  

Volunteering is a great way to meet new 
people, to increase personal 
satisfaction, encouraging interaction 
between people and strengthening the 
bond with your community.  

If you’re interested in giving an 
hour a week or fortnight (or 

more) of your time, please don’t 
hesitate to contact BCA 
Volunteer Coordinator,  

Rita Quagliata on 47833744. 

READER CONTRIBUTIONS 

Have something that you would love to share?  We are 
giving you the opportunity contribute to our Magazine.  
Please send us your funny jokes, stories and pictures and 
you could see them featured in a future edition of the 
Community Connections Magazine.   

Email:  

Rebecca.Grogan@bcaburdekin.org.au or drop in to the 
Support Centre, 130 Queen Street, Ayr. 
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                    T       -                                   
Burdekin Shire Council is happy to announce the 

release of the new                             .  

The                              promotes all there 

is to see and do in the Burdekin, where to stay, local 

events, businesses and much more to assist visitors 

who have just arrived or who are planning their trip to 

the         .  

You will find the                              
available in Visitor Information Centres across 

Queensland, at tourism expos and on display in local 

businesses including accommodation and tourism 

operators.  

If your business or organisation would like to display the 

new Visitor Guide, email tourism@burdekin.qld.gov.au.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          
Burdekin Shire Council and Pacific Bio have officially 

signed agreements to advance RegenAqua, a world first                                              at 

the Ayr/Brandon Wastewater Treatment Plant. 

"We are excited about this partnership, showcasing 

innovation and environmental responsibility through a 

world leading circular, carbon neutral solution," Cr 

McLaughlin said.  

"We extend our gratitude and thank the team at Pacific 

Bio and Burdekin Shire Council’s Executive staff for 
envisioning and executing this monumental project.” 

With initial earthworks almost complete, this visionary 

project is set to transform wastewater treatment.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/PacificBioAu?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWdpeJjHFiBLTYpVnT5eYl8ppVgO7wRAZxZ3ne1gn87mikIQPWYJj1hQj5ik2djbUDJvdhgyDn6DmgSUvlnDV_GVYOFu-cY84RyB4lLmjFeuV_AsXGVaGCvh-trUn4K81dyBkN1uGG5bv8oBGM-aUuHc6vn0mXIg1HgSpJdYxFhNdG9VV5QO6RfhEz0-iitMJU&__tn__=-%5
https://www.facebook.com/Regenaqua?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWdpeJjHFiBLTYpVnT5eYl8ppVgO7wRAZxZ3ne1gn87mikIQPWYJj1hQj5ik2djbUDJvdhgyDn6DmgSUvlnDV_GVYOFu-cY84RyB4lLmjFeuV_AsXGVaGCvh-trUn4K81dyBkN1uGG5bv8oBGM-aUuHc6vn0mXIg1HgSpJdYxFhNdG9VV5QO6RfhEz0-iitMJU&__tn__=-%5dK-
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Flying 
Foxes 

Following on from Council's Flying Fox Relocation 

Program conducted in May 2023, and coming into 

the mango and flying fox breeding season, Council 

will be increasing the number of surveillance patrols 

and minor relocation disturbance activities around 

Home Hill.  

Activities will include slow moving vehicles with 

flashing lights and loud noises created by a shotgun 

simulator. No pyrotechnics will be used at this stage. 

Council encourages all residents to report any 昀氀ying 
fox roosts with more than 10 昀氀ying foxes by contacting 

the Customer Service Centre on 4783 9800. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
 

Vandalism has become an alarming issue in the 
Burdekin, resulting in damage to public property and 
an unjustifiable drain on ratepayers’ funds. 
“The resources utilised to repair and restore areas 
affected by vandalism are funded by ratepayers, which 
means we all bear the cost of these thoughtless acts,” 
Cr McLaughlin said. 
“                          ,         ,                  ,                                                                                          .”            , if you see any suspicious activity or 
witness vandalism, report it to the Police immediately. 
If you come across any vandalised property phone 
Council’s Customer Service Centre on (07) 4783 9800 

 
                                                                                

  
The Burdekin Shire Council is excited to announce the 
opening of its newest playgrounds at Groper Creek 
and Alva and the new Sensory Trail in Home Hill, all 
featuring a range of exciting equipment for children of 
all ages and abilities.  
The new playgrounds and trails, located at the heart of 
the communities, offer a range of play options 
designed to inspire creativity, imagination and active 
play. 
Locals and visitors to the region will now have even 
more reason to visit and enjoy the beautiful scenery 
and newly constructed playgrounds and trails.  
 

Sourced from Burdekin Shire Facebook page 5.9.23 
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Jokes 
Why did the 
melon jump 
into the lake? 

 

It wanted to 
be a  
watermelon. 

What do dentists call 
their X-rays?  

 

Tooth pics! 

 

What do you call 
an elephant that 
doesn’t matter?  
 

An irrelephant 

 

Can February 
March?  

 

No, but April May! 
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Spring makes for a great veggie planting 
month in QLD. The winter chill has gone, the 
days are getting longer and your garden is 
about to burst into life.  

 

Time to plant 

Spring is the perfect time to plant just about anything. 
The soil moisture is still high and plants can become 
established before the heatwave hits. To add organic 
matter and nitrogen to your veggie patch, consider a 
green manure crop. Once it starts shooting, dig it back 
into the soil for a naturally prepared bed.  

 

Pests 

As the weather warms up aphids become active in the 
veggie patch or on the new growth of roses. Psyllids 
can also appear on the new growth of Lilly Pillies and 
need to be controlled to prevent them spreading. Use 
a garden insecticide to keep them in check.  

Fertilise 

 

Before the growing season gets into full swing, just 
about everything will appreciate a good dose 
of fertiliser. Blood and bone and dynamic lifter are 
perfect for Australian natives. Just throw a handful over 
every four square metres. Dig compost and manure 
through the veggie patch and soluble fertilisers to any 
veggies that you already have planted. Potted plants 
will love liquid fertiliser for a quick boost and a dose of 
slow release fertiliser to keep them going.  
 

Vegetables that will thrive if planted in Spring: 

cabbage 

carrots 

capsicum 

celery 

cucumber 

chili 

lettuce 

potatoes 

pumpkin 

radish 

rockmelon 

squash 

sweet corn  

sweet potato 

watermelon 

Zucchini 

The Best Vegetables to Plant this Spring (QLD) 

Sourced on 20.1.23 from  https://australiantreeservices.com.au/blog/the-best-veggies-to-plant-this-autumn-qld/ 

https://www.bunnings.com.au/products/garden/pest-control/garden-pest-weed-control/insecticides
https://www.bunnings.com.au/products/garden/gardening/fertilisers
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Mayor’s 
September 

Report 
Over recent months, Burdekin Shire has undergone 
substantial development and progress in various areas 
in the region.  

Council and Pacific Bio officially signed agreements to 
advance RegenAqua, a world first Wastewater 
Bioremediation Treatment Facility at the Ayr/Brandon 
Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

The facility boasts 12 initial tertiary treatment ponds, 
with potential expansion to 16 ponds to accommodate 
future needs. We are excited about this partnership, 
showcasing innovation and environmental 
responsibility through a world leading circular, carbon 
neutral solution. This project will not only create 
economic opportunities for our community, but it will 
also help reduce our carbon footprint and protect the 
environment.   

We extend our gratitude and thank the team at Pacific 
Bio and Burdekin Shire Council’s Executive staff for 
envisioning and executing this monumental project.  

Another big milestone for the region is the Burdekin 
Aquatic Centre kiosk and entrance upgrades that are 
close to completion. The facility reopened on the 1 
September, and it is great to see many patrons using 
the water park and also preparing for the upcoming 
swim season. Construction works began in January 
2023, so Council is very excited to welcome residents 
and visitors to the newly upgraded amenities.  

The kiosk serves as a central hub featuring a covered 
seating area offering clear visibility across the aquatic 
facility and water park with café-style service options. 
The adjacent Macmillan Street entrance has also been 
upgraded with a reconstructed two-way road, 
additional parking, pedestrian footpaths and a shared 
crossing zone. The final artistic screen, being 
manufactured locally, will be installed to the entrance 

in the coming months.   

This is an exciting development for the community, and 
I am sure people will be impressed with the new 
design and associated works that are set to 
significantly enhance the community's recreational 
experiences. Council has subscribed to the Community 
Profile within Informed Decisions (id). The Community 
Profile is an online tool that provides comprehensive 
demographic profiling insights for the Local 
Government Area, and districts within it.  

Council has been subscribing to the Economic Profile 
tool from .id to access economic data and gain insights 
into the region for several years and the newly added 
Community Profile subscription complements this 
existing data.   

The addition of the Community Profile will continue to 
support Council in providing further data and also gives 
access to the public, local businesses, organisations, 
and community groups and assists in decision making, 
grant funding applications, demographic and economic 
evidence.  

While these projects are underway, Council continues 
with Capital Projects to ensure the ongoing 
development and enhancement of the community's 
infrastructure and services.  

I want to express my gratitude to all levels of 
government for their ongoing support. Council is in a 
fortunate position with several significant projects 
currently underway, and the support from Federal and 
State Governments is instrumental in enabling the 
visions for the Burdekin 
come to life.   

I want to extend my 
appreciation to Burdekin 
Shire Council’s 
Councillors, Senior 
Leadership Group and 
staff for their 
commitment and hard 
work.  

 

Lyn McLaughlin Mayor – 
Burdekin Shire Council  
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DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VOLENCE CAN 
AFFECT ANYONE 

Domestic and family violence is when one person in 
a relationship uses violence or abuse to maintain 
power and control over the other person.  It causes 
the person being abused to live in fear. 

Domestic violence can include physical, verbal, 
sexual, emotional or psychological abuse.  It can 
include behaviours like stalking, isolation or 
controlling what a person does, who they see or 
even what they wear.  Living with domestic violence 
can have a profound effect on children and young 
people.  There is often more than one victim of the 
abuse. 

For more information about the signs of domestic 
violence, supporting others and raising awareness 
in our community visit www.qld.gov.au/
trustyourinstinct 

FOR FURTHER ASSISTANCE 

In an emergency or for 24 hour help please call the helplines 

24 HOUR HELP 

Emergency 000 

DV Connect Womensline 1800 811 811 

DV Connect Mensline 1800 600 636 

Kids Helpline 1800 551 800 

If you would like to talk, or make an 
appointment, call our Domestic and Family 
Violence Support Service between 9am and 
4pm, Monday to Friday. 
 

(07) 4783 3744 
 

All calls are confidential.  We won’t call you 
back unless you say it’s ok to do so. 
 

Or you can visit us at 
Burdekin Community Association Inc. 
The Support Centre 

130 Queen Street 
AYR  QLD  4807 

 

Email:  bca@bcaburdekin.org.au 

Text only service:  0427 832 178  
 

If it’s an emergency or someone is in immediate 
danger call the police on 000 (triple zero). 

Domestic and Family Violence 
 Support Service 

REACH OUT 
ASK FOR HELP 

The Burdekin Community Association Inc. (BCA) 
Housing and Community Support Service provides 
accessible counselling and court support services to 
people who are experiencing (or have experienced) 
Domestic and Family Violence (DFV). 
 

We are here to listen, help and support you in your 
choices. 
 

We can: 
• Provide counselling  
• Assist with safety planning and identifying ways that 

you can increase your safety in your home, work and 
social environments  

• Refer to appropriate services for immediate and safe 
accommodation 

• Assist to arrange transport 
• Refer to services for financial assistance 

• Assist with safety upgrades to your place of 
residence  

The service is completely free and confidential. 
 

Domestic violence, in all its forms  
is unacceptable and a violation  

of human rights. 
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Each edition we will be publishing our puzzles without solutions  

Generated by http://opensky.ca/sudoku on Mon Feb 25th 

PUZZLE PAGE 

Free Crosswords Online. (2019, February 25th).  

 

What goes up when the rain comes down?   

Sourced on 23th September 2022 from https://www.romper.com/life/
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JULY EDITION 187 PUZZLE PAGE ANSWERS 

Answer: Because 
it wasn’t raining.  

 

Answers for this Edition 188 

Answer: An umbrella 
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LOCAL PHARMACIES 

Julie’s Pharmacy,  
144 Edwards Street, Ayr 

Phone: 4783 1719. A/H: 0417 613 625 

Ayr Amcal Pharmacy 

82 Queen Street, Ayr 

Phone: 4783 1203    A/H: 4783 1203 

Burdekin Plaza Pharmacy 

118-120 Edwards Street, Ayr 

Phone: 4783 5277 

Terry White Chemmart 

109 Queen Street, Ayr 

Phone: 4783 1235 

Ayr Friendly Care Pharmacy 

2a Chippendale Street, Ayr  

Phone: 4783 1356 

Home Hill Pharmacy 

129-141 Eighth Ave, Home Hill 

Phone: 4782 1084 

Mark Watson, Corner Pharmacy 

101 Eighth Ave, Home Hill 

Phone: 4782 1228 

 

Queensland Health-Ayr Hospital 
 

Ayr Health Service can provide fi-

nancial assistance through the 

Patient Travel Subsidy Scheme to  

eligible patients who need to travel 

away to other health services for 

procedures and tests not available 

locally. Application Forms/Claims 

can be lodged, Open for Claims—
Monday to Friday 9 am to 1 pm  

Courtesy Buggy Service   
Townsville Hospital 

 

Courtesy buggy service-A free buggy 
service is available for patients, their 
families and hospital visitors. 
Courtesy buggies are available 
between 8am and 4 pm each 
weekday and provide transport to 
paid car parks, Palliative Care, the 
Birth Centre, Ronald McDonald 
House and Red Cross.   
Buggies can be found at the main 
entrance of the hospital or call 4433 
3174 to arrange pick up. 

 

Medical Care Guide 
 

Ayr Medical Group: 4783 9100  

2a Chippendale Street, Ayr 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Outback Family Medicine: 4783 7999 

140 MacKenzie Street, Ayr 

Dr. Margaret Culpan,  Dr. W. Aung 
 

Home Hill Women’s Clinic: 4782 2200 

Home Hill Hospital, 42 Eighth Street 

Dr. Narelle Martin 
 

Home Hill Surgery: 4782 1479 

67-69 Eighth Avenue, Home Hill 

  Dr. S. Tata, Dr R. Yandra, Dr V. Pulavarthy 
 

The Family Practice At Ayr: 4783 3888 

10 Cameron Street, Ayr  

  Dr. B. Susic, Dr K. Snook 
 

Dr. D. Oats 

Dr. R. Martinez 

Dr. S. Agilan 

Dr. S. Mukkamala 

Dr. W. R. Taylor 

Dr. S. Wijaya 

Dr. I. Mussa 

Dr. N. Nimmala 

Dr. M. R. Enrile 

COUNSELLING 

Ayr Hospital—Community Mental Health Service  (07) 4783 0890 

Beyond Blue—Anxiety and depression information 
and support—Available 24/7 

1300 224 636 

Burdekin Centre for Rural Health - Free 
psychology service for adults and children—Gp referral 
required 

(07) 4783 2711 

Centacare NQ—Individual and family counselling 

Self referral 
1300 672 273 

Headspace—Free health services for young people 
aged 12-25 

(07) 4799 1799 

Kids Helpline—Free and confidential support for 5-25 
years old—Available 24/7 

1800 551 800 

Lifeline—Crisis support and suicide prevention 

Available 24/7 

13 11 14 

Mental Health Access Line   

Confidential mental health triage service that provides 
the first point of contact to public mental health services 
to Queenslanders—Available 24/7 

1300 642 255 

Northern Australia Primary Health Ltd 

Free counselling services for people 14 years & over—
GP referral required 

(07) 4799 1799 

This list has been prepared by  Burdekin Community Association Inc. and is current as at Feb 2019.  For 
more information please contact (07) 4783 3744.  

Justice of the Peace Services  
 

The Burdekin Library,  
108 Graham Street, Ayr  

Hours of operation:  
Every Tuesday 10am - 2pm. 

Phone: 1300 301147 

www.qld.gov.au/jps 

 

FOOD RELIEF ASSISTANCE 

A joint Community Response by 
Burdekin Community Association 

Inc. and St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

The Support Centre, 130 Queen 
Street, Ayr, Food Relief Clinic 
Every Monday 1:00pm-1:30pm  

Or through consultation with BCA 
Support Staff Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 

(Centrelink Income Statement required) 

Salvos Doorways Community 
Support 

Every Thu 10am-1pm 1300 371288 

Please call helpline first. 

 

St Andrews Lower Burdekin  

MEALS ON WHEELS 

109 McMillan St AYR 

Phone 4783 2659 

Sunday Pharmacy Roster 



Edition 188 Page 20                                                      BCA Inc. Community Connections  

 

 

 

 

LOCAL CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

 

Anglican Churches: 
St Helen's 14th Street, Home Hill 

Sunday - 9.00 am 

All Saints MacMillan Street, Ayr 
Sunday - 9.00 am and 5.30 pm 

Ph: 4783 2293 

 

Assemblies of God: 
Burdekin Community Church 

International Drive, Ayr 
Sunday - 9.00 am and 5.00 pm  

Ph: 4783 5937 

 

Burdekin Baptist Church: 
151 Beach Road, Ayr 
Sunday - 10.00 am 

Ph: 0449793295 

 

Burdekin Uniting Church: 
32 Twelfth St,  Home Hill 

Sunday - 8.30am 

Ayr Uniting MacKenzie Street, Ayr 
Sunday - 10.00 am Ph: 4783 2251 

 

Presbyterian Churches: 
St Andrews 9th Avenue, Home Hill 

Sunday - 8.20 am 

MacMillan Street, Ayr  
Sunday – 10.00 am  

Ph: 4783 5771 

 

Catholic Churches: 
Sacred Heart Parish 

98 Edward St, Ayr 
Saturday - 6.00 pm 

Sunday - 9.00 am and 5.30 pm 

Ph: 4783 2316 

 

St Colman's 

10th Street, Home Hill 
Sunday - 7.00 am and 6.00pm 

Ph: 4782 1695 

 

St Josephs, Clare  
Saturday - 6.00 pm 

Ph: 4782 1695 

 

St Josephs, Giru  
Sunday - 7.00 am Ph:4782 9135 

 

Greek Orthodox: 
St Stephen’s,  

8th Avenue, Home Hill 
1st Saturday monthly - 8.00 pm 

Ph: 4783 5039 

 

 

Seventh Day Adventist Church: 
15 Parker Street, Ayr 

Thirteenth Avenue, Home Hill 
Saturday - 9.30 am 

Ph: 4783 6859 

 

Burdekin Christian Outreach Centre: 
26-30 Edward Street, Ayr 

Sunday - 9.30 am and 6.30 pm 

 

The Gospel Outreach Centre Inc. 
15/17 Cox Street, Ayr 

Sunday 10.30 am & 6.30 pm 

Ph: 0437 777 116 

 

Burdekin Wesleyan Methodist 
Church 

CWA hall—117 Young Street Ayr 
Sunday - 3pm  

Phone:  0427607315 

 

LOCAL MARKETS 

 

Plantation Park Markets 

Plantation Park, Ayr 
Vietnam Veterans Association 

Every third Sunday monthly  
8.00 am 

Ph. Lynette 4783 1735 /  
Don 4783 6627 

 

 

Plantation Park Markets 

Plantation Park, Ayr 
Ayr State School P. & C. 

First Sunday monthly 

Ph. 4790 3333 

AROUND 



  

 

Edition 188 Page 21        BCA Inc. Community Connections  

 Powers Of Attorney 

 Wills 

 Retirement & Estate Planning 

 Conveyancing 

AYR 

Ph: 4783 1577 

 Carpets Steam Cleaned, including Upholstery/
Lounge/Dining Suites & Vehicles. 

 High Pressure Tile Grout Cleaning Floor Polishing. 

 Full Interior & Exterior Cleaning (Walls, Windows 
etc.) 

 Discounts for Pensioners may Apply 

For your free quote call: 
Mobile—0419 733 091  

Phone—4783 2946 
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Asparagus, Eggs & French dressing 

RUNNY YOLKS, DIJON MUSTARD & FRESH TARRAGON  

Sourced on 20.8.23 from https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/asparagus-recipes/asparagus-eggs-french-dressing/ 

Ingredients 

• ½ a small red onion 

• 4 large free-range eggs 

• 350 g asparagus 

• ½ a bunch of fresh tarragon , (15g) 

2 heaped teaspoons Dijon mustard 

Method 

1. Peel and very finely chop the red 
onion, place in a bowl, cover with 4 
tablespoons of red wine vinegar and 
add a very good pinch of sea salt. 

2. Lower the eggs into a pan of 
vigorously simmering water and boil 
for 5½ minutes exactly. 

3. Line up the asparagus, trim off the 
woody ends, and place in a colander 
above the eggs, covered, to steam 
while the eggs cook. Meanwhile, pick 
the tarragon leaves. 

4. In a bowl, whisk the mustard with 6 
tablespoons of extra virgin olive oil, 
adding it gradually, then pour in the 
soaking vinegar from the onion 
through a sieve, whisking constantly. 
Taste and season to perfection with 
black pepper. 

5. When the time’s up on the eggs, 
divide the asparagus between your 
plates. 

6. Refresh the eggs under cold water 
until cool enough to handle, then 
peel, halve and plate up, sprinkled 
with the tarragon leaves and onion. 

7.     Drizzle each plate with 1 
tablespoon of dressing (save the rest 
for another day),  season from a 
height with a pinch of pepper, and dig 
in. 
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Spring Chicken & Citrus Stew 

WITH FENNEL, ASPARAGUS & TARRAGON 

Sourced on 20.8.23 from https://www.jamieoliver.com/recipes/chicken-recipes/spring-chicken-citrus-stew/ 

Ingredients 

• 1 large free-range chicken 

• 6 cloves of garlic 

• 1 large onion 

• 1 bulb of fennel 

• 1 leek 

• 1 handful of asparagus spears 

• 1 handful of fresh peas 

• 1 handful of broad beans 

• ½ a bunch of fresh flat-leaf parsley 

• ½ a bunch of fresh dill 

• a few sprigs of fresh tarragon 

• 600 ml organic chicken stock 

• 1 large handful of green olives 

• 1 handful of tinned cannellini beans 

• 2 lemons 

• 2 large free-range eggs 

• 2 tablespoons natural yoghurt 

• extra virgin olive oil 

• Parmesan cheese 

Method 

1. Joint the chicken into legs, thighs, breasts and wings. 

2. Put a large casserole pan over a medium heat and 
add 3 tablespoons of olive oil. Season the chicken 
portions and place in the pan. Cook for 10 minutes, 
until browned on all sides, turning regularly, then re-
move to a plate. 

3. Meanwhile, prep your veg. Peel and finely chop the 
garlic and onion. Trim and finely chop the fennel, trim 
and finely slice the leek and snap the woody ends off 
the asparagus. Pod the peas and broad beans, then 
pick the herb leaves and finely chop the stalks. 

4. There should be a few tablespoons of fat left in the 
pan; if you have more, get rid of most of it. Add the 
garlic, onion, leek, fennel and herb stalks and cook 
until softened, stirring occasionally. 

5. Place the chicken back in the pan, pour in the stock 
and season with black pepper. Cover with a lid, then 
cook over medium-low for around 45 minutes, or until 
the chicken is tender and falling off the bone. 

6. Bring the mixture back up to a boil, destone and stir in 
the olives, peas, broad beans and cannellini beans. 
When the vegetables are done, add most of the herb 
leaves, reserving some for garnish. 

7. Remove the chicken from the stew and use 2 forks to 
pull the meat off the bones. Discard the bones, return 
the meat to the pan, then season to perfection and re-
move from the heat. 

8. At this point, the stew will be delicious, but it’s the next 
step that makes it amazing. Beat the juice of 2 lemons 
and the eggs together well, then pour slowly into the 
stew – don’t let it boil or the egg mixture with scramble 
– it should just add a gorgeous shine. 

9. Stir in the yoghurt before ladling the stew into bowls. 
Drizzle a little extra virgin olive oil over each bowl, grate 
over a little Parmesan and serve sprinkled with the re-
served herbs. 
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• Built-in Furniture 

• Windows & Doors 

• Glass & Aluminium 

• Keys, Locks & 
Keysafes 

• All Glass Replacement 
• Home Assist & Blue 

Care  
      Requirements 

• Internal & External 
Shutters & Blinds 

• Crimsafe Security 
Screens & Doors 

 

 

Phone: (07) 4783 2300 

 

165 Drysdale St, Ayr Q 4807 

 

Email: sales@bobgouldfab.com.au 

www.bobgouldfabrications.com.au 

Ayr Swimming Pool 1986 

Burdekin Aquatic Centre 2023 
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A Senior’s Guide to Avoiding Financial Scams 

Many financial scams specifically target seniors. Knowing 
what the warning signs are for each of these scams can 

help you avoid falling for them. 



  

 

Edition 188 Page 27        BCA Inc. Community Connections  

 

Sources on 30.8.2023 from https://www.annuity.org/financial-literacy/seniors-guide-to-financial-scams/ 
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BCA Home Care Service 

Providing quality Home Care Services in the Burdekin since 1978 

Home Care Service 
Update 

 

 

Home Care Service 

 

BCA’s Home Care Service supports frail, 
older people and younger people with a 
disability to remain living in their own home 
and maximise their independence. 
 

 

Home Care Packages 

 

BCA’s Home Care Service is an approved 
provider for level 1, 2, 3 and 4 Home Care 
Packages.  
 

What Help Can I Get? 

 

Depending on your level of Home Care 
Package, you can receive support services 
such as: 
 

Services that keep me well and 
independent  
 

• Domestic Assistance (Help with basic 
chores around the house) 

• Home maintenance (help with keeping 
your home and garden safe) 

• Home modifications (Changes to your 
home to improve safety and access 
e.g. ramps and rails) 

• Goods, equipment and assistive 
technology (Items to help you get 
around or adapt e.g. walking frame, 
shower chair  

Services that allow me to interact 
with my community  
 

• Transport (Community transport, 
transport to GP and specialist 
appointments) 

• Social support (Social activities in a 
community-based group setting or 
accompanied activities 

 

Services that keep me safe in my 
home  
 

• Personal Care (help with Showering, 
self-care, hygiene and grooming) 

• Nursing (wound management or help 
with medicine) 

• Allied Health and therapy services 
(health and therapy services e.g. 
podiatry, physiotherapy and 
occupational therapy 

• Specialised support (Help for people 
with a particular condition e.g. vision, 
dementia 

• Meal preparation and diet (Help with 
feeding, meal preparation, and eating 
utensils  

 

 

Accessing Services 

 

To receive an assessment for a Home 
Care Package phone My Aged Care on 
1800 200 422, or visit 
www.myagedcare.gov.au  
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Transport Schedule 

 

Burdekin Community Association Inc. 
Home Care Service 

Transport Service bookings phone:  
4783 3744 

Monday to Friday—9.00 am to 4.00 pm 

Schedules and fares effective July 2022 

Bookings are essential with at least  
24 hours notice 

 

Local Schedule and Fares 

Townsville Schedule and Fares 

 

 

*Clients who do not provide the 
Driver with a completed and 

approved PTSS Form on the day 
of travel are not eligible for the 

subsidized fare and will be 
required to pay the full fare. 

 

Call The Support Centre - 4783 3744 

DAY PICK UP 
LOCATION 

FARES  
each way 

Tuesday to 
Friday 

Ayr 
Home Hill 
Brandon 

 

Carers only 

$11.00 

 

 

 

$9.00 

Thursday 

(Fortnightly 
only) 

Giru 

 

Carers only 

$20.00 

 

$9.00 

DAY PICK UP 
LOCATION 

FARES 
each way 

Ayr 
Home Hill 
Brandon 

Giru 

$8.00 with 
PTSS* 

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Friday  
Ayr 
Brandon 

Giru 

$37 

 

$20 

Home Hill $40.00 

Carers only $9.00 

BCA Home Care Service 

NDIS 
 

BCA Home Care Service is NDIS Approved and does 

not have a waiting list in place! 
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Glenis Cislowski  Phone: 4783 3398               

Burdekin District History 

SHIPWRECKS ALONG THE BURDEKIN SHIRE 
COATLINE PART 2 

This continues our shipwreck series. 

1888.   April 16th 1888 while under tow with SS 
Corea,  the wooden steamer Bronzewing, 
foundered at Cape Upstart. Bronzewing left  
Cleveland Bay Townsville In March  1888. She 
was being towed back to Brisbane.  Bronzewing 
was a wooden steamer yacht-tender for  Mort’s 
Dock and Engineering Co. Balmain Waterview Bay 
Sydney Harbour.  This company was the first Dry 
Dock, slipway and shipyard in Australia opened in 
1855.  This dock was finally closed 1959. In May 
1876 Bronzewing was sold  to Australian Steam 
Navigation Co (A.S.N. Co) for service in the Fitzroy 
River at Rockhampton. 

1891  The German Iron Barque Moltke, 827tons, 
arrived in Townsville 15 April. She was wrecked 23 
May 1891 in the vicinity of Cape Bowling Green 
and Cape Upstart.  She was built in Hamburg in 
1870.  Captain Heyenga was in charge, she was 
carrying cargo from England to Townsville and 
then onto Rockhampton. There was no loss of 
crew. She was eventually re-floated back to 
Townsville and bought by Burns Philip and Co 
where they used her as coal Hulk. In Cyclone 
Leonta March 1903 with about 600 ton of coal she 
was blown out to sea and was wrecked at Geoffrey 
Bay Magnetic Island. She was scuttled in 1911 
and marked with beacons which were in place till 
well after WW11. She is now a part of the wrecks 
one can explore on Magnetic Island . 

1893 The three masted schooner Ellerton  87tons   
Master- Captain John Penboss was lost near Cape 
Bowling Green 18 March 1893.  Ellerton was built 
at Auckland in 1877 as a steamer which had been 
converted to a schooner. Her registered owner 
was Mrs Elizabeth Penboss of Sydney. Ellerton left 
Sydney February 18 for Townsville with a cargo of 
coal and cleared port March 7 with a cargo of bone 
dust from Alligator Meat Works for Hobart. The 
wind was blowing a gale and stayed at Cape 
Bowling Green until 18th March which she left for 
south and ran into southern bank of Broadhurst 

Reef in Flinders Passage. The vessel appeared to 
breaking up and the crew of five left Ellerton in a 
boat for Townsville. An enquiry into the loss was 
that the Captain lost it through negligence. 

1894 The wreck of the ketch Sea Nymph 93tons 
with Master-Captain W.J. Carmichael was wrecked 
off Plantation Creek near the mouth of the 
Burdekin River September 10th .  She was owned 
by Mr William Sydney Preddy, of Sydney.  Mr W. S 
Preddy was a timber merchant of Sydney who also 
owned quite a few ships.  Sea Nymph left Sydney 
via Newcastle for Townsville 21st August 1894 with 
a cargo of Coal, under charter to Messrs Rabone  
Feez and Co.  She apparently ran into a hidden 
wreck or coral reef off Plantation Creek where she 
was beached.  On board were five crew. They 
walked to Plantation Creek landing and were taken 
to Townsville.  It was salvaged by a Captain 
Scowcroft with aid of  the steamer Christina 
Gollan  and floated back to Townsville. Sea 
Nymph was then registered and used as a lighter 
to The North Queensland Meat Export Co. It was 
broken up in Cairns in 1920  Rabone Feez & Co, 
was founded in 1851 by Adolph Feez from 
Germany in partnership with Rabone Brothers & 
Co a metal manufacturing firm. 

1900 The iron ship Drehna 1504 tons Captain 
Hansen was wrecked 31st October on a reef  at  
Flinders Passage north-east of Cape Bowling 
Green.  She had left Liverpool and arrived in 

The Four Winds belonging to the Wallace Family with Bill, 
George and Jim Wallace.     
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Brisbane  and left 17th October for Townsville. Her 
cargo was consigned to  Welch and Co  Townsville 
agents  iron wire, white lead, bedsteads, oil, 
general merchandise, and about 400 tons salt to 
the value of £10,000.  She had a crew of twenty-

one including the master and two mates. There 
was no loss of life but the ship as she was lying on 
an exposed  reef, was endanger of breaking up 
very quickly. The  steamer Wakefield together with 
the aid of steamer Bobbie Towns  were there to 
salvage what they could of the cargo which 
included 300 drums of oil, wire, salt and malt and 
cocoa. By the 20th November all that that the 
owners wanted to save had been salvaged.  The 
owners then had it for sale, Monday 26th November 
( Brisbane Courier 24Nov.1900p6.) A syndicate 
bought the wreck and the remaining cargo.  They 
made a profit on the sale of the cargo according to  
Mr Frederick George Margetts their spokesman 
who was an auctioneer of  the firm Margetts and 
Wakeford, Townsville.  He later had a farm at 
Maidavale Ayr. 

1911. SS Yongala disappeared on 23rd March 
1911 off Cape Bowling Green during a cyclone. 
Captain William Knight was in charge and the ship 
was owned by the Adelaide Steamship Company.  
More will be said of this ship at a later date. 

1915 The  wooden schooner Mary Peverley 95 
ton  touched a reef and stranded near to Cape 
Upstart 11th May and was refloated and beached at 
Cape Upstart in about 7 feet of water,  but was 
beyond repair. Master-Captain C J Anderson was 
in charge.  He was part owner  along with and 
other part owners Ferguson & Co of Gympie. Mary 
Peverley left Townsville for Maryborough in ballast.  
She would have had timber as her cargo. Mary 
Peverley was built in 1874 at Jervis Bay Sydney by 
William Peverley and named for his wife Mary. This 
wooden schooner had been travelling backwards 
and forwards from Sydney and Maryborough for 40 
years.  She had collided with the Ranelagh in the 
Brisbane River in 1885 but not much damage 
incurred. In 1882  she was owned by John Ritche 
and by 1900  Ferguson & Co.  

1940   Jim Wallace a fisherman of Inkerman had 
his launch  Four Winds wrecked 22 December at 
Cape Upstart.  The anchor chain parted and with 
the heavy North-west  wind prevailing was wrecked 
on the rocky shore line of Cape Upstart in the bay. 
Another launch was wrecked at Cape Upstart, the 

Wanderer owned by Bob Overs.  I only found one 
reference for the Wanderer.  Bob Overs had a 
plumbing business in 8th Street. 

1954 February  7th a cyclone hovered off the coast 
between Cardwell and south to Rockhampton.  As 
it moved south along the coastline the centre of the 
cyclone passed by Cape Bowling Green and Cape 
Upstart. Two launches from Groper Creek were 
wrecked on the rocks at Flagstaff (Cape Upstart). 
The launch Zilona,  owned by two brothers 
Kenneth and Maurice Stockdale was wrecked.  
Aboard were Kenneth Stockdale, his two children, 
Morris Stockdale, Les Potter, George Child, 
Claude Baker and Bert Bussatin.  They had been 
holidaying in Stockdale’s hut at the Point.  
Wrecked in the  same period was the launch, 
Hornet owned by Lance Couper. The Launch had 
just been repainted.  Hornet was skippered by Ellis 
Swindley accompanied by his son Jim, and Harold 
Moustoukus.  There was no causalities.  The 
launch June Two owned by Harold Clay had on 
board Bill Lindsay, and Duncan McDonald was 
there also but escaped the same fate as Zilona 
and Hornet. 

1974    26th February 1974, the fishing boat Jo-ean 
was lost near Cape Upstart  

These wrecks could not have been written about 
without reference to:- Wrecks on the Queensland 
Coast by Jack Lonely First Edition 1993, Wreck-

ollections Ships and Shipwrecks in Queensland 
Water Volume 1, 2 and 3 by Lance Paterson 
2003,2008,20013. Trove  National Library and 
many papers thereof as well as Wikipedia.  

Yongala  
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Outdoor Activities 
For Kids and 
Grandparents 

  

Just spend some time together, exploring the 
great outdoors. Photo by Freestocks.org 

 

• Go on a walk 

An easy walk down the street can be a lot of fun 
for grandparents and kids. This low-impact 
physical activity can be done anywhere and it's 
always free. Walk to a park, walk around the 
block, or walk somewhere fun for a little treat. 
We've also got a dozen suggestions that 
help turn an everyday walk into an adventure. 

 

• Take a bike ride  

A bike ride is a fun and easy way to get out and 
get moving. Even if the grandparents aren’t on 
bikes, they’ll still enjoy a stroll with their favorite 
little bikers around the neighborhood or to a local 
park. Better yet? Have grandparents teach kids 
to ride a bike! It's a memory everyone will 
treasure. 

• Plant flowers 

Gardening is a fun and low-impact activity for 
grandchildren and grandparents to do outside. 
Whether planting flowers in a garden or in pots, 
this is a great one-off or regular activity they can 
enjoy together. 

 

There’s sure to be a lot of giggles when you find 
grandpa under the bed. Photo by Pexels-

Monstera. 

• Play hide-and-seek 

Hide-and-seek is an awesome game to play both 
indoors and outdoors. Get the grandparents in on 
the fun and there’s sure to be a lot of giggles. 

 

•  Go to the movies 

A movie outing is a fun way for grandparents and 
grandkids to spend some time. Pick a movie the 
whole family will like, sit back, and enjoy the 
show. 

• Go on a picnic 

A picnic gets everyone outside to enjoy the little 
fresh air and do something different. Half the fun 
is packing a bag or picnic basket together filled 
with lunch and favorite treats to share. 

https://mommypoppins.com/boredom-busters/hiking-games-for-kids-turn-walks-into-adventures
https://mommypoppins.com/kids/8-tips-for-teaching-your-child-to-ride-a-bike-without-training-wheels
https://mommypoppins.com/kids/8-tips-for-teaching-your-child-to-ride-a-bike-without-training-wheels
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Rocks are fun to paint and they make lovely 
keepsakes. Photo courtesy of the author 

 

•  Paint rocks 

Painting rocks is a fun way to get creative with 
nature. Grandparents and kids go on the hunt for 
the perfect rocks and paint them for the garden or 
front yard. These are adorable mementos of time 
spent together. 

 

• Make a birdhouse 

Birdhouse kits or even a do-it-yourself 
birdhouse are pretty easy to make. With a few 
simple pieces of wood, wood glue, and birdseed, 
grandkids can make an awesome birdhouse to 
hang in the tree at their house or at grandma and 
grandpa's house.  

 

• Pick wildflowers 

Go on an adventure to find pretty flowers (even if 
some flowers end up being weeds!) to put in vases 
around the house.  

  

Everyone loves a day of mini golf. Photo by Caleb 
Oquendo, Pexels. 

• Play a round of mini golf 

Miniature golf is an easy activity for kids and 
grandparents to do together. These small courses 
are slow-paced and made with kids in mind. Plus, 
it can be fun to get a little cross-generation 
competition going. 

• Go to the zoo 

You’re never too young or too old to appreciate the 
magic of animals. Check out our list of favorite 
zoos across the country to find the best zoo near 
you. 

• Go bowling  

Bowling is a fun game that everyone can play 
regardless of skill level. With bumpers for little 
ones and cosmic bowling at many places later at 
night, there’s a perfect place to bowl for everyone 
from toddlers to tweens. 

•  Draw with sidewalk chalk 

Sidewalk chalk is an easy and inexpensive thing to 
play with anywhere and any time. Create a 
driveway or sidewalk masterpiece together, or use 
the chalk to create sidewalk games like hopscotch 
or tic-tac-toe. 

https://mommypoppins.com/new-york-city-kids/boredom-busters/painted-rocks-is-the-newest-kid-friendly-scavenger-hunt-hiking
https://mommypoppins.com/toddler-nature-craft-make-pipe-cleaner-bird-feeders
https://mommypoppins.com/toddler-nature-craft-make-pipe-cleaner-bird-feeders
https://mommypoppins.com/anywhere-kids/best-zoo-every-state-family-kids
https://mommypoppins.com/anywhere-kids/best-zoo-every-state-family-kids
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Spend a peaceful day trying to catch dinner. Photo 
credit Stephen Andrews, Pexels 

• Go fishing 

Fishing is a summer rite of passage for a kid. This 
is an easy and non-strenuous activity for kids to do 
with grandparents. Whether it’s a day trip to a lake 
or just a stroll to a nearby fishing hole, this is a fun 
activity the kids will never forget.  

• Go to a farmers market 

A farmers market is a lovely way to spend a 
morning. Walk the aisles picking sweet treats or 
ingredients for that night’s dinner.  

• Play with bubbles 

Who doesn’t love good old-fashioned bubbles? Set 
up the grandparents and kids with fresh bubbles 
and they’ll enjoy some great outdoor time trying to 
catch or pop them all. Try this in the winter months, 
too—frozen bubbles are amazing! 

• Go to a new park 

While every park is magical as a kid, make a park 
day even more special by trying a new park or a 
destination park in your city. 

 

Learn to play a duet! Photo credit Alena Darmel, 
Pexels 

• Take a class together 

Taking a class with grandma or grandpa is a really 
special experience. They can try painting, cooking, 
pottery, art, music, or a movement class. 

• Go out to eat 

A meal out is an even more special occasion when 
it’s with grandparents. Whether it’s a quick bite or a 
dressed-up occasion, everyone will love the 
memories made while dining out together. 

• Visit a new pool or splash pad 

In the summer months, take the time to enjoy a 
little water play at a new water park, pool, or splash 
pad. If there’s an indoor pool option near you, you 
can even make a pool party date in the winter.  

• Visit a farm for berry or apple picking 

The summer and fall are a great time to visit 
a berry, flower, pumpkin, or fruit farm. Then bring 
home the actual fruits of your labor and get eating, 
cooking, or even canning. 

Sourced on 30.8.23 from https://mommypoppins.com/boredom-busters/activities-for-grandparents-to-do-

with-kids 

https://mommypoppins.com/new-york-city-kids/boredom-busters/how-to-make-frozen-bubbles-with-kids-in-freezing-winter-weather
https://mommypoppins.com/category/parks-playgrounds
https://mommypoppins.com/category/parks-playgrounds
https://mommypoppins.com/category/classes-enrichment-0
https://mommypoppins.com/category/restaurants
https://mommypoppins.com/category/pools-spray-parks
https://mommypoppins.com/category/pools-spray-parks
https://mommypoppins.com/category/farms-u-pick
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The Bureau of Meterology gives no warranty of any kind whether express, implied, statutory or otherwise in respect to the availability, accuracy, 

currency, completeness, quality or reliability of the information or that the information will be fit for any particular purpose or will not infringe any third 

party Intellectual Property rights.  The Bureau’s liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense resulting from use of, or reliance on, the information is 
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PREPARING FOR 
A DISASTER 

 

 

PREPARING IN ADVANCE 

Prior preparation is the best way to survive 
any natural disaster.  Ahead of our usual 
disaster season, when you have plenty of 
time to prepare, go through this brochure to 
make sure everything is ready.  Preparing 
in advance saves time and reduces the 
number of things you have to do when a 
disaster is about to strike.  While cyclones 
and flooding are most common in our area, 
we could also experience fire, tsunami, 
earthquake and landslide.   
It is important to know what you will do 
in each scenario 

 Know your risk. 
 Decide in advance if you will evacuate or 

shelter in place.  Know your evacuation 
route. 

 Have an emergency kit. 
 Take steps to limit damage to your 

property. 
 

Prepare your family by discussing and 
writing down 

 What might happen during a cyclone, 
flood, storm or bushfire? 

 What will you do if an emergency 
happens and you are in different 
locations (school, work, home)? 

 Where you would evacuate to? 

 Your emergency meeting places. 
 How and when to call 000 or 112 from 

your mobile. 
 

EMERGENCY KIT 

Your emergency kit contains a collection of 
essential items that will equip your 
household in the event of emergencies like 
cyclones, floods, bushfires and storms. 
Your kit should be kept in a sturdy, easy to 

carry bag or waterproof storage box and 
stored in a safe place that is easy to 
access.  Include items you would need for 
several days in case of disruption to 
essential services (i.e. power and water 
supplies). Also, include the equipment 
you’ll need to prepare meals with no power. 
Keep your kit in a waterproof storage 
container and store in an easy to access 
location. Check your kit every season to 
stock up and rotate supplies to ensure 
provisions are fresh and safe to use.  
Items to include 

 Food and water for at least a week 
(approx 10 litres of water per person as 3 
days supply) and ensuring that your food 
is non-perishable.  Items such as tinned 
fruit or vegetables, baked beans, tinned 
spaghetti, tinned tuna or meat (spam, 
sausages etc), rice, pasta, instant 
noodles, long life milk, muesli bars, cereal 
and biscuits etc.  Also ensure that you 
have the items necessary to utilize these 
foods such as a can opener, cutlery, oil or 
bottled water for cooking and cooking 
equipment. 

 First Aid Kit and manual 
 Essential prescriptions filled and at least a 

week’s supply of medications 

 Prepaid phone cards and coins for phone 
booth calls.  Additional cash. 

 Toilet paper, personal hygiene items and 
toiletries – toothbrush, toothpaste, soap 
etc. 

 Battery or wind-up torch/lantern and 
battery or wind-up radio (plus extra 
batteries) 

 Fully charged mobile phone and charger 
 Change of warm protective clothes and 

shoes for everyone 

 Any important documents – keep original 
or certified copies and if possible scan 
copies to USB or online storage 

 

PREPARING YOUR HOME, CARS, BOAT 
AND PETS 

Home 

 Clean up the yard.  Trim trees and over 
hanging branches.  Check and fix loose 
fittings, such as railings.   

 Check external of home including 
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windows and roof.  Remove debris from 
gutters. 

 Get to know your neighbours and check 
in with them regularly before and during 
a disaster. 

 Hold a family meeting to prepare your 
household Emergency Plan so everyone 
knows what to do, where to meet, and 
how to get out. 

 Identify how and where to turn off the 
mains supply for water, power and gas. 

 Store poisons up high. 
 Make sure that you have enough of the 

essential items—food, water and 
medicines to last for the duration of the 
event, if in doubt aim for at least a 
week’s supply of the essentials. 

Pets 

 Secure animals before an emergency 
event, or use a secure pet carrier/cage/
leash if you are transporting them. 

WARNINGS 

The Bureau of Meteorology issues 

weather information and warnings.  

The Burdekin Local Disaster 

Management Group uses this 

information to make decisions about 

what action people should take. 

WARNINGS ARE URGENT – you need 

to act immediately on the information 

provided. 
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